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Personnel needs

After a slow start, the recent growth
of the church has been encouraging.
However, over 99 per cent of people
in Sukhothai, Kamphaengphet and Tak
are still without Jesus Christ. Numerous
major centres of population in these
provinces have no church and in over
2,500 villages not one person has
experienced the liberating power of
the gospel. The WEC team faces an
enormous task. At a ratio of one active
worker for every 60,000 people, the
challenge is overwhelming.

There is a constant need for
evangelism, church nurture, leadership
training, Bible teaching, and youth
ministry, as well as supportive ministries
to Thai and Karen leaders.

Thailand

To accomplish this, we need at
least 25 new workers. The ministry
opportunities are challenging and the
door to Thailand is wide open.

Background

Thailand, ‘the land of the free’,
is a constitutional monarchy. The
predominant religion is Buddhism,
mixed with Brahminism and animism.
Although the Thai are proud of their
religion, and most young men spend
some time in the Buddhist priesthood,
the majority do not understand its
meaning.

Over the next few years we plan to
advance into new target areas, both
in the three provinces and in greater
Bangkok. In Bangkok our urban churchplanting thrust offers many ministry
opportunities including evangelism
through teaching English.
Check out www.wec-thailand.org
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For many, Buddhism is a matter
of custom and tradition which they
practise in order to earn a good
reincarnation, but in everyday life they
are more likely to turn to superstition,
astrology and the spirit world. Buddhists
make up 92 per cent of the population
and a further four per cent are Muslims.
Only about 0.3 per cent are evangelical
Christians. That number is growing
though!
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WEC International works in over
70 countries around the world, with
the goal of evangelising its remaining
unevangelised peoples as speedily as
possible.
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WEC’s ministry in Thailand is focused
on church planting. Evangelism, church
nurture, leadership training and other
ministries contribute to the overall
aim of planting local churches. In our
target area more than 40 churches and
groups, linked together as the ‘Bonds
of Fellowship Churches’, have been
established with indigenous leadership.

Leadership training

WEC’s emphasis is on in-service
training. We hold regular workshops and
seminars to encourage, train and teach
local church leaders.
Several churches have full-time
pastors, but many younger churches are
led by elders who continue to support
themselves until the maturing believers
take on this responsibility.

WEC in Thailand

WEC began work in 1947 with four
missionaries, and since then there has
been a steady influx of workers. Those
currently on the field represent most
of the WEC Sending Bases. WEC works
in the three provinces of Sukhothai,
Kamphaengphet and Tak, as well as in
the capital Bangkok.
Initially, the only Christians in the
northern provinces were some believers
from Burma who had settled near
the border. The early years saw little
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response, but now there are over
1,800 believers (approximately 750 Thai
and 1,100 Karen). The three provinces
have a combined population of two
million people.
WEC has employed various methods
of outreach over the years. Literature
and films have played an important role,
as have radio and cassette work. Today,
evangelism and church planting are
done in partnership with the emerging
Thai and Karen leadership.

The Karen

Along with the work among the Thai,
WEC works with the S’gaw Karen tribe.
About 120,000 Karen people live in
isolated villages in the mountains of Tak
Province. Although they are animistic,
the Karen are responsive to the gospel.
Currently, there are 30 churches and
groups but more workers are needed to
reach the many scattered communities.

In her book At the Scent of Water,
published by CLC, Nancy Ashcraft tells
the exciting story of the initial stages of
this work.
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