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Background

The last half of the 20th century 
saw Japan transformed into a nation 
renowned as a rich, well-ordered and 
safe society with a literacy rate of 
100 per cent. Today, Japan stands at 
a crossroads. Earthquakes, crime, a 
faltering economy and the changing 
values of the young, are threatening 
people’s sense of security. The country 
has one of the highest suicide rates in 
the world.

While the Japanese sometimes appear 
apathetic towards religion (84 per cent 
claim to have no faith), the majority still 
practice Shinto and Buddhist rites. New 
sects have sprung up, the largest being 
Soka Gakkai with around 20 million 
members.  One sect, Aum Supreme 
Truth, achieved worldwide notoriety 
following its sarin gas attacks on the 
Tokyo underground.

Asia

WEC International
WEC works in over 70 countries 
around the world, with the goal 
of evangelising its remaining 
unevangelised peoples as speedily 
as possible.
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How you can help

As we believe that God’s time is 
approaching for a breakthrough in this 
country, we are praying for a minimum 
of two new workers every year.

In addition we welcome people for 
short-term periods of two weeks to 
two years. Practical skills are useful for 
maintenance and development work at 
the campsite, headquarters and in many 
of our church buildings. 

We need people to pray! 
Opportunities for witness are not hard 
to create, but workers have often served 
for many years and seen only limited 
fruit. Many Japanese who have begun 
to experience God working in their lives 

later slip away because they are unable 
to break from traditional, cultural or 
materialistic ties. We need those who 
will pray with faith that God will break 
through and influence this nation. 
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Many slip away …
We need people

to pray with faith.

Check out:  www.wec-japan.org

WEC International, 35 College Drive 
(Gordonton), RD 1 Taupiri 3791, 
T  +64 (0)7 824 3211
E  info@wecnz.org 
I  www.wecnz.org

http://www.wec-japan.org
mailto:info@wecnz.org
http://www.wecnz.org
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In 1999 ‘SCENT’, a church-planting •	
team, entered Shiga town where there 
had never previously been any kind of 
church. The town’s population of 22,000 
is expanding as a result of new housing 
development.

‘Kyoto Aino’ is our new church plant •	
work in Kyoto City. Launched in 2002, 
it is located in a student area. If these 
young people are touched by the 
gospel, they could have an impact on 
the whole country.

We have workers in churches that •	
were established years ago but these 
churches still need input to help them 
grow and witness to the communities 
around them. 

Every summer, we run a series of camps •	
at our site on the shores of Lake Biwa. 
Water sports such as canoeing and 
windsurfing along with other activities 
attract those who otherwise might 
never come to a church meeting. Many 
of our present church members first 
opened their lives to God at these 
camps. A handful of public holidays 
provide key opportunities to reach 
people as they step away from the 
pressures of their busy, yet often 
insular, routines. 

Youth work and other specialist •	
ministries support the main church-
planting thrust. 

Ministries

Japan
Background cont.

Japan is a country that remains 
largely unevangelised even though 
you can get a visa to come here for that 
very purpose! In a population of 126 
million, only 0.3 per cent are evangelical 
Christians. Most churches are in large 
cities and have less than 30 members. 
Country areas remain sadly neglected.

In 1950 WEC began evangelism and 
church planting in Shiga Prefecture. 
The Sekai Fukuin Dendo Dan (SFDD) 
is an association of 16 churches which 
grew from this work. Today most of the 
pastors are Japanese. The work later 
spread to the Prefectures of Kyoto and 
Nara. 

As a team we are committed to 
reaching the unreached in Japan 
through evangelism and church 
planting. In addition our vision is to 
challenge and equip the Japanese 
church to reach both the unreached of 
Japan and the wider world. 

Our vision for Shiga, Kyoto and Nara, 
is to:

Establish four self-multiplying churches •	
by 2010 that will have a transforming 
effect in their community and beyond,

Support strategic church-planting •	
development within our local Japanese 
churches,

Establish a missions mobilization team.•	

Our vision
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