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I’ve lived amongst Hindu People for almost 16 years. The suburb in Delhi where I live is almost
100% Hindu. After living here for so long, and having carried out studies on the subject, I still have
difﬁculty in explaining exactly what Hinduism is. I certainly don’t consider myself an expert.
A single word summary of Hindu philosophy could
be “inclusiveness” or “plurality.” As Christians our
faith is exclusive and singular, but Hinduism has
no limit to the number of paths to God. With 330
million gods, how can there be? In fact the more
the merrier! Hindus revel in their “tolerance” of a
multitude of beliefs. The ‘Mother Temple of the Sub
Continent,’ the Lotus Temple in Delhi, is actually a
Bahai Temple, not Hindu. It’s claimed that all gods
can be worshipped in that temple.

This tolerance can work to our advantage. Of all the
different peoples amongst whom I have worked,
I ﬁnd Hindus the most receptive to the gospel.
Initially it probably ﬁts into their “the more the
merrier” philosophy. But at least they’re open to
the gospel. If their hearts are truly moved, they
become true believers.
In Betel we minister primarily to people with drug or
alcohol addictions. Many have been living in squalid
conditions, often arriving in very poor physical
condition. Recently a man suffering from TB came. He
was literally skin and bone, weighing barely 30 kgs.
Such desperation, combined with the inclusiveness of
their culture, allows them to openly come and receive
what we have to offer. They eagerly listen, receive
prayer, and often respond positively.
In an atmosphere of love and compassion, with
much prayer and the watering of the word of God,
the Holy Spirit brings people to a singular devotion
to their Lord and Saviour. The man mentioned above
received Jesus. We see others too, not only becoming
followers, but serving as leaders and pastors.
Now seems to be God’s time for the Hindi people. A
prominent local pastor told me recently of a growing
discontent of traditional beliefs among Hindus
today. He believes they are becoming more and
more open to the gospel. My privilege, to live and
serve here, is available to anyone willing to step out.
For opportunities see www.betelinternational.org
Carlos (pseudonym) is an Antipodean
who has served with Betel on several
continents. He travels widely and
enjoys early morning walks with his
wife, imbibing the unique nature of
each locality and contemplating what
God might do there.

Carlos (pseudonym)

is to the mission of G
Calling Kiw
od

Don’t Forget the Hindus!
Patrick Johnstone, former editor of Operation World, once stated, “The Gangetic Plain
of North India is the touchstone of our success or failure in completing the task of world
evangelisation.”
How are we doing? Not that well, it seems.
Operation World states India has more unreached
individuals than any other nation. The four
northern states through which the Ganges ﬂows
are home to 382 million people. Not one of these
states is more than 1% Christian.
Many of the world’s least-evangelised peoples
are concentrated in India. Of 159 people groups
larger than one million, 84% are still unreached.
Hundreds of smaller unreached people groups
also exist, let alone those who make up the everwidening Indian Diaspora.
North India is a place where inconceivable
numbers live with hardship, dire poverty, and
a desperate need for the gospel. Pastor Santar
Singh, an ex-Sikh, highlights another need when
he says, “We must redress the misconception
that becoming a Christian means becoming a
Westerner.”

There may be many barriers to the gospel reaching
the plains of India and beyond, but none are
insurmountable. Indeed, more are coming to Christ
than ever before, and this in the face of greater
persecution.
While much of our recent focus has been on
Muslim people groups, our cry must also be,
“Don’t forget the Hindus!” There is still much to
do to ensure hundreds of millions of Hindu’s have
an opportunity to hear about a Jesus who truly
loves them. This edition is devoted to Down Under
stories of that love in action, near and far, and how
we can be involved.

But perhaps the greatest obstacle is the perception
the task is nearly completed. We think, “There are
so many Christians now in India. Surely they can
ﬁnish the task!” The reality remains, the need is
great but the labourers are so few.
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Making the (Indian) Connection
NZ continues to trend towards greater ethnic and religious diversity. Signiﬁcant Chinese,
Indian, Korean and Filipino communities bear witness to this fact. Many overcome huge hurdles
and show enormous courage to get here. Pause for a moment and think what it might feel like
to make NZ home.
Hospitality
Meals are an excellent way to get to know people.
Great conversations can happen around food. In
Indian culture, it’s polite to remove shoes and be
offered water or a cup of tea upon arrival.

How can we relate to people of different
backgrounds? If we’re honest, often we’re as
uncertain as they are. This article focuses on Hindus,
predominantly from India, but many of the principles
apply in making any cross cultural connection.

Staggering Numbers
In the 2013 census, “Asian” was the third largest
ethnic grouping. India replaced Australia as the
third most common country of birth. People
afﬁliated with Hinduism increased 40% to 90,000,
and Indians are up 48% to 155,000 - only marginally
behind the Chinese. The number of Sikhs has
more than doubled since 2008 too. Unsurprisingly,
Hindi has ofﬁcially become the third most spoken
language behind English and Samoan.
Compare this to people identifying as Muslim,
which increased 28% percent to 46,000. A recent
NZ Herald article showed Auckland alone has 17
Hindu temples. The latest one in Swanson Road is
the largest in Australasia, its marble imported from
India. Two priests and their families have come
from India and live next door.
Are these Indian people Hindu, Sikh, Jain, Parsee,
Muslim, or Christian? Are they from North India,
Punjab, the North East, South, Fiji or elsewhere?
India has many different and distinct communities.
Cross cultural bridge building likewise takes many
forms, requiring an attitude of mutual learning.

When Hindu friends visit, it’s good manners to
wash hands before and after a meal. Food may be
eaten with a spoon or fork, or with the right hand
(never the left). It’s best to offer vegetarian food.
Deﬁnitely don’t serve beef, as cows are considered
sacred. Ensure there’s some spicy chilli sauce, and
traditionally serve the guests and older males ﬁrst.
Food left on the plate isn’t a sign the meal isn’t
liked. It means the food is good and the guest is
satisﬁed. A guest may take only a small portion
of each dish on offer. Don’t be shy though
to press guests three times to have a second
helping. This signals that the host means it, and
the guest’s refusal indicates they’re not greedy.
Drinking alcohol is not usually part of an Indian
meal or culture.

Some Pointers
• Pray, and then pray some more!
• Be a genuine friend. Afford people the same
value and dignity Jesus would.
• Hindu people are very community oriented. Get
to know their extended family and include
them in any invitations. Likewise try to share
with the family rather than individuals.
• Show a consistent Christian lifestyle – in
marriage, parenting, singleness, the workplace,
even the sports ﬁeld!
• Dress modestly (no short skirts or shorts, low
neck lines etc) and avoid touching and eye
contact with the opposite sex. If no men are at
home, male visitors should stay outside.
• Steer clear of criticising their religion,
philosophies and practises. Instead utilise a
positive approach by asking questions, listening
lots, and discussing issues in a friendly manner.

Sharing faith with a Hindu or Sikh
Hinduism sees unity in diversity and is very
accommodating. Because many Hindus don’t
have a problem accepting Jesus as one of many
incarnations of god, be clear how you present
Christ. Ensure you have mutual understanding of
any terms like sin or heaven, and try to use their
terms where possible.
Authenticity is valued, so relax and share your
testimony and faith with honesty, humility and
conﬁdence. Because Hindus are spiritual people
who desire to experience God’s power and peace,
we can naturally speak of God’s involvement in our
lives, being fully convinced of the truth upon which
we stand. As many live in constant fear of magic,
witchcraft, and evil spirits, we can also offer to pray
whenever it’s appropriate.

Hindus, and Sikhs especially, have great respect for the
sacred writings of different faiths, and will generally
listen attentively. Don’t put the Bible on the ﬂoor or
write in it. Encourage them to read it for themselves
rather than quoting scripture to them. The quality
of Christ’s relationships with people, his teachings
(particularly the Sermon on the Mount), and his selfsacriﬁce and suffering particularly appeal to the Hindu.
Hinduism teaches that karma (the results of actions
in the past life) causes samsara (endless cycles of
births, deaths and rebirths). Consequently, Hindus
have no assurance that they can break this cycle.
Show that in Christ we can have freedom from sin
and an assurance of salvation.
The goal of salvation as “eternal life” is unlikely
to communicate effectively. Prayerfully search the
Scriptures for keys to present the gospel message.
Examples of Christ bringing peace, healing, and
forgiveness in the present life often connect
well. Other important examples include Jesus
demonstrating his power over nature (Mark 4-5),
evil and death itself.

Where To From Here
Hearing the gospel often over a period of time
is usually required before someone responds.
Remember though, that for Hindus to leave their
community they must ﬁnd alternative relationships
with their new brothers and sisters. We must be
prepared to become family and friends to new
believers, and this means more than having a cup
of tea together after the Sunday service. As Jesus
followers we must help Indians become a vital part
of a Christian community.
Genuine caring speaks for itself, and often
becomes the strongest bridge between people of
any background. While not exhaustive, hopefully
we’ve given you some helpful hints to begin
making cross-cultural connections!
Prepared by a staff member who’s lived
with his family in India, this article contains
extracts from our Glocal Workshop Hindus, Me & God. To host a workshop at
your church contact the team @ WEC NZ.

Confusion to Conﬁdence
The following story bridges India and NZ. It powerfully illustrates classic elements that
feature in a person’s journey to faith, particularly from a non-Western background. As you
read, notice the fears, shame, spiritual encounters and initial syncretism. We trust you’ll be
encouraged as God’s grace and Word overcome.

We have a number of current opportunities in India.
But if India isn’t for you, we have many teams
elsewhere seeking more workers. Please get in touch.

Asha Bhawan (Betel) Discipleship Internships
This is hands-on discipleship! Be Jesus to those
longing to be free from addiction by working, living
and worshipping alongside those whose broken
lives are being restored. Serve on worship teams,
apply business skills in charitable businesses, and
more. Whatever your skill, Betel’s diverse ministry
environment will put it to work. Betel provides its
workers with free board and lodging as a working
member of our community.

Social Researcher
Use your skills and experience in research to further
God’s work in India. You will organise and coordinate
short-term teams to carry out social research surveys
being considered for strategic spiritual initiatives
in cities and villages. You will then compile these
results to assist leadership with strategic planning

ECE teacher
My name is Ranjani. I was born In Srirangam,
Tamil Nadu. My family were orthodox Hindu
Brahmins from the Iyengar caste. For Hindu’s
there are many gods, but each sect has their
prime god (known as Kuladaivam). I was taught
our mythology, and to believe in the deity Vishnu.
Every morning we had to pray all the slokas
before the idols. Yet ours was a life of fear, for if
we did not obey God, God would punish us.

The Doubts Begin
Even though I was young, I wondered, “Is this
really a god I’m worshiping?” My picture for God
was someone very good, holy and caring, so
unlike the ones I heard about.
The god Krishna is said to have many wives and
girlfriends. Even as a child, I questioned the
moral value of this. In the story of Ramayana,
Rama (a Hindu god and hero) doubts his wife’s
character. She had to go through ﬁre to prove
her purity. This didn’t sound right. I thought,
“If he’s God, he needn’t doubt her. He’d know
whether his wife had committed any sin.”

At that stage I didn’t know the Gospel or any of
the Bible. But I knew Jesus could hear, answer and
protect me. I still held on to other gods, but Jesus
was becoming more important and real to me.
At a Believers Church in Bangalore I heard a
Brahmin girl’s testimony. Her story, with her
doubts, were so similar to mine. This impacted
me so much I wept all day. Then someone
showed me Psalm 115. It says,
“The idols are made of gold and silver. Eyes
they have but cannot see, ears they have but
cannot hear.”
I had my answer! I knew whatever I was
following was wrong. Only Jesus was true.

A new outreach in the mountains of India is seeking
to build up a skilled team to open a Kindergarten.
Besides providing a much needed service, the school’s
vision is to bring God’s salvation to Kashmiris through
an excellent education, based on biblical values. The
initial step is a kindergarten, welcoming 3-6 year olds.
Could you come and teach these children?

It’s been interesting following conversations about
the New Zealand ﬂag. The replies to, “What NZ
stands for” also make fascinating reading. 43,000
Kiwis responded to the poll. Perhaps you’ve seen
the outcomes published as a word cloud image at
www.ﬂag.govt.nz
It’s surprising (though maybe it shouldn’t be) to
see how the words that resonate most with Kiwis equality, history, heritage, freedom, respect, family,
and integrity - also resonate powerfully through
the message and proclamation of the gospel.
Shortly we will have to consider some alternative
NZ ﬂag designs. Whether you agree or disagree
with the process, or the need for a new ﬂag,
the designs chosen will tell us much about the
contemporary Kiwi perspective. They will reveal
how we want to represent ourselves in and to the
world. To some extent they are our emblems of our
national identity.
One of the challenges in mission is to know who we
are, and what we carry in our Gospel pack. What is it
and who is it that we stand for? The words we use are
worth thinking about. Paul reminds us that we are to
make known the glorious riches of Christ, both here
and overseas (Colossians 1:27). Whether intentional
or not, we must ask, “How does the ‘ﬂag’ we carry
speak of our identity and purpose in Christ?”

Teachers
Many opportunities exist starting in August /
September for the northern hemisphere school
year. Plan now to take your skills overseas next
year. Opportunities exist at all levels and subjects,
including support positions.

Local Roles
Something closer to home more for you? We
need people to add to our team in mobilising,
IT and member care. While living on site has
its advantages, being bivocational or part time
voluntary can work too. If you have the skills and a
passion for any of these, get in touch.
These are just a few examples among numerous
possibilities to serve with WEC teams. For more info
visit www.wecnz.org or call us at 0800 GO INTO

Jock & Cathy have 8 children
and, let’s just say, more
grandchildren. Happily
married for 35 years,
they still like dinner
dates, family times,
reading and
Bethany the dog.

I found pictures of the Hindu goddess very scary
and blood thirsty, killing her enemies. My mum
even sent money every year to one of the famous
Goddess temples saying, “If we don’t send
money, then she will get angry and come here.”

More Info

Jock & Cathy

With these doubts I tried asking my grandfather
questions. He always told me not to question
and to follow what was taught.

Been on a team mission trip somewhere, but looking
for a “solo” next step? Wanting to put your skills and
life experience to use? Only got a deﬁned period of
time available?

Short Term Mission

At 14, I started attending a Catholic school. I found
this new faith attractive. I believe Holy Spirit
had started working in my heart. I liked going to
churches more than temples, and thought, “At
least their icons are more pleasant to look at.”
While I included Jesus and Mary in my god’s list,
my family became devotees of Satya Sai Bhaba.
I also started following him. I’d witnessed his
magical powers, so concluded he must be a godman. But even this did not satisfy my heart.
Life was not going as good as it should. I was
sinning a great deal. In my heart I knew what
I was doing was wrong, but I didn’t know how
to stop. Through all the ups and downs of
adolescence, I led a restless and fear-ﬁlled life.
Most Hindus don’t believe in hell or heaven.
Instead they believe that if you are bad, then
your next birth will be a horrible one and you will
reap your karma. Deep inside I knew if I died, I
wouldn’t be with God.

My Welcome Home
Though I desperately needed him in my life,
I still only partially surrendered to him. I
remained so worldly, doing everything God
would not be pleased with. Throughout this
time, Holy Spirit was slowly changing my heart.
Whenever I went to the temple with my mum, I
couldn’t bring myself to worship any of the idols.
Each time I experienced major guilt. I prayed
within my heart, “Jesus, you alone are my God!
I’m not here to worship anything else. I’m just
here with my mum.” Though a simple prayer, I
believe Jesus heard me.
One night I felt someone calling me. In the dream
I was asked, “Don’t you want to come with me?”
My intuition said, “If I don’t surrender my life to
Jesus now, I’ll never go with him.” That night, I
surrendered my life completely to my Lord.

During this period I suffered demonic attacks.
I would feel someone or something pressing
down so hard I could hardly breathe or call for
help. This happened whenever I was alone, even
during the day. I was scared, and called on all
the god’s I knew, but it would not leave.

Since then it’s been a beautiful journey. Though
there are many ups and downs in my spiritual
walk, there’s one thing that can never be taken
away. The conﬁdence and satisfaction I longed
for is with me always.

God’s Truth Breaks In
My work led me to Bangalore, where I met the
man who would later become my husband. As I
shared my spiritual battles with him, he replied,
“Why don’t you pray to Jesus and read the
Bible? It will help.” So I began to pray to Jesus.
Amazingly, the attacks stopped and things
started improving.

Transformed from a very confused
child to a conﬁdent one in Jesus,
Ranjani has been living in NZ since
2008. She loves sharing the gospel
around the neighbourhood, spending
time with her family, and testing her
kitchen experiments on her husband!

Ranjani

Training for Mission
Is God challenging you to step out and serve
him in another culture? By investing ﬁrst in
training, you gain the skills to last the distance.
Eastwest College offers accredited 1-year
Certiﬁcate and 2-year Diploma courses,
to equip men and women to live and work
as ambassadors of Christ in cross-cultural
situations. Contact the team at 0800 896 477
and put yourself in the picture.
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Coming to New Zealand opened the fullness of
the Gospel to me. I’ve learned the importance
of the Scriptures. I know I don’t have to write
anything 108 times in order for him to forgive
and reconcile me. He took my shame, and the
punishment I deserved upon himself. He shed
his blood to wash me pure. Now I’m forgiven
because of Jesus, and I can truly and joyfully sing,
“Amazing grace, that saved a wretch like me!”

For more information contact Ross & Jillian on 0800 GOINTO
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I asked my grandfather how to receive
forgiveness for my sin. He told me to write “Sri
rama jayam“ 108 times daily, and make a garland
to put on the idol for every sin you do. I began
with eagerness, but as the days went by I lost
count, due to the number of sins I committed.
I never ﬁnished writing. I was shattered and
believed I could do nothing good.

WEC teams worldwide are hunting for literally hundreds of
short termers who can serve according to their gift mix for
anything from 2 weeks to 12 months. Maybe you’d consider
an internship with one of our international ministries. We’ll
walk you through the training and church partnership.
You’ll join with others to share Christ among some of the
least reached peoples of the planet.
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A Restless Search

‘GLO–CAL WORKSHOP’

WEC NZ offers a range of
GLO-CAL Workshops to equip your
church for cross-cultural mission.
Check the website for details, or contact the
Mobilising Team and book yours early!
Contact the mobilising team for details:

0800 GO INTO • mobiliser@wecnz.org

