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Opportunities

Long-term:
• Church planters among Musliminfluenced people groups

Ghana

• Community-based development
workers
Short-term:
• Doctors and nurses for the ECG clinic in
Kpandai (rural work).
• Desktop publisher and production
manager for ECG Publications Centre in
Kumasi.

Introduction
Ghana has a population of 20 million.
According to Operation World 64 per
cent are Christians, 21 per cent Muslim
and 15 per cent follow the traditional
religion. However, many ‘Christians’
are nominal and continue to practise
animism. Only 12 per cent are regular
church attenders.

Check out www.wec-int.org/

cms/fields/ghana/
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Other information
WEC International, 35 College Drive
(Gordonton), RD 1 Taupiri 3791,
T +64 (0)7 824 3211
E info@wecnz.org
I www.wecnz.org
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WEC International works in over
70 countries around the world, with
the goal of evangelising its remaining
unevangelised peoples as speedily as
possible.

Although the north of Ghana is often
regarded as Muslim, Muslims are only
a minority in many people groups.

However, Islam is advancing rapidly as a
result of financial help from the Middle
East.
Many of the northerners who moved
south in search of better living conditions
have been converted to Islam. Now 63
per cent of Muslims live in the seven
southern regions of Ghana. Sadly, few
southern churches have made any effort
to reach these communities.
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Reaching peoples
WEC seeks to share the good news
of Jesus with these ethnic groups in
particular:
Dagomba – population: 766,000
Christians comprise about one per
cent. The biggest tribe in northern
Ghana, Dagombas are also the largest
unreached people group. Although
most Dagombas identify themselves
with Islam for prestigious reasons, many
continue to practise animism. They have
resisted the gospel, and those coming
into the church often lack commitment.
Wala – population: 144,000
The majority are Muslim. The regional
capital Wa is one of the most strongly
Muslim towns in Northern Ghana, and is
an island of Islam in an area where the
majority follow traditional religion.
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Nanumba – population: 41,000
The majority follow the traditional
religion. They are closely related to
Dagombas and the language is very
similar. Islamic influence was less
successful among them in the past but
this is changing nowadays.
Chakali – population: 14,000
The Chakali are mainly traditionalists.
The Chakali homeland lies in northwestern Ghana. Chakali are bilingual and
also speak Wali, the main trade language.
The ECG has one Chakali pastor and is
keen to begin an outreach programme
among this largely unreached people.

WEC entered Ghana in 1940 and
established churches among some of the
unreached peoples of the North. In 1976
the WEC-related church took the name
Evangelical Church of Ghana (ECG) and
became organisationally independent
of WEC. Since 1985 the response to the
gospel has increased, challenging the
church to train sufficient lay leaders to
oversee the congregations.
Today the ECG has roughly 7,000
adults in about 210 congregations. WEC
works closely with the church, providing
expertise to enable the church to mature
and be independent. We train nationals
and work with them so that they can
take over established ministries.

Current goals
• To phase out from ministries among
Frafras, Konkombas and Birifors over
the next few years.
• To continue urban church planting
among people groups (Dagomba,
Nanumba and Wala) influenced by
Islam.
• To help the ECG develop an integrated
training programme using literature,
Theological Education by Extension
and training courses for different
groups in the church.
• To help the ECG establish development
projects, thereby improving their
standard of living and strengthening
the financial basis of the church.
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