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WEC in Cambodia
Church planting
Our vision is to make disciples and
to plant churches. We also aim to
equip and mobilise the Cambodian
church. Currently we are discipling local
believers in the context of cell groups.
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harvest time
in Cambodia,
but many are still
unreached.

It is
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Personnel needed
• Church planters
• Sunday school/youth workers and
trainers
• Office worker for administration and
finance

Background
After the savage genocide in the 1970s
which wiped out virtually everyone with
wealth or education, Cambodia was
turned into a vast labour camp. Almost
two million people were slaughtered
and over the intervening years another
30,000 have been maimed by land
mines. Although there is now no
warfare, survivors of the genocide still
suffer deep emotional scars.

• Instructors for motorbike repair
(minimum two years), computer
hardware/software, lathe machine
• Business and marketing advisor
• Rural development workers:
agriculturists, nurses, primary health
care trainer
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Other information
WEC International, 35 College Drive
(Gordonton), RD 1 Taupiri 3791,
T +64 (0)7 824 3211
E info@wecnz.org
I www.wecnz.org
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WEC International works in over
70 countries around the world, with
the goal of evangelising its remaining
unevangelised peoples as speedily as
possible.

Today, Cambodia is one of the poorest
nations in Asia and its population has
been reduced to subsistence living even
though the land has rich agricultural
potential. Unemployment is high and,
apart from international aid, the main
sources of income are from illegal
logging, tourism and revenues from
foreign investments.

Religion
The goal of the Khmer Rouge regime
was the eradication of all religion.
Religious adherents of any kind, along
with ethnic groups such as Chinese
business people and Cham Muslims,
suffered particularly severely. Buddhism
had been the national religion since
the 15th century, but 90 per cent of
Buddhist monks died under the Khmer
Rouge. However, Buddhism survived
and today 82 per cent of the population
are Buddhists.
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The Cambodian Church
Christian and Missionary Alliance
personnel ministered to the Cambodian
people for over 40 years from 1923. At
first there was little response but their
work laid a foundation for an amazing
move of the Spirit in the early 1970s
when thousands of people turned to
Christ.
Some believers lived through the
ensuing holocaust while others formed
groups in refugee camps on the Thai
border or settled abroad.

In recent years non-governmental
organisations (NGOs), many run by
Christians, have entered the country
to alleviate the suffering of the people
through a range of projects.

WEC expressed concern for Cambodia
in the 1960s but it was not until 1992
that international leaders grappled
with the reality of bringing their vision
to birth. Initially four workers were
seconded to agencies such as YWAM,
addressing community health needs
in Stung Treng. At present one worker
is seconded to Hagar, working with
children at risk.
In 1995, we began a small ministry to
children. By 2000, the team had grown
to 16 members primarily ministering to
vulnerable children and youth.
WEC is now registered under the
name ‘Harvest International Services
Cambodia’ and is involved in the
following projects:
Vocational Training Centre
The Centre offers a one-year course in
metal work, sewing or computer skills
to disadvantaged youth. Students also
have the opportunity to hear the gospel
and participate in regular Bible study.

We teach them life skills such as health,
hygiene, simple agriculture, savings and
small-business management. When
they graduate we help them to find
employment.
Day school
Many parents cannot afford to send
their children to state schools. Instead
these children help to supplement
the family income by scavenging for
recyclable items at rubbish dumps. We
provide them with two-and-a-half hours
of basic education five days a week and
also share the gospel with them.
Community, health and education
People from poor and remote villages
have little access to education and
health care so we provide basic literacy,
medical care and health education.
Through this holistic ministry, we have
two aims: to help the villagers improve
their standard of living, and to see lives
transformed by the teaching of the
Word.

Since 1990 Christians have been
allowed to worship openly. In 1995
many Christian groups came together
and registered with the government as
the Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia
(EFC).
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