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New workers usually study Arabic
for two years in an urban setting, and
during this time they may also explore
Bedouin ministries as they ask God
where He would have them serve. They
are typically placed in teams where they
will have fellowship and support.
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WEC International works in over
70 countries around the world, with
the goal of evangelising its remaining
unevangelised peoples as speedily as
possible.

Background
The word Bedouin brings to mind
dignified nomads riding their camels
across barren deserts. Clad in flowing
robes and with faces swathed in
chequered head-cloths, they relax
at black, goat-hair tents where they
exchange news of the outside world
while drinking bitter coffee. They
have lived in the region from time
immemorial and consider themselves
to be the ‘true Arabs’, famous for
their nobility, hospitality and other
honourable characteristics.

But the Bedouin’s world is changing
as globalisation and modernisation
conspire to force them to give up their
nomadic lifestyle. Having been obliged
to stop raising goats and camels,
many now live in abject physical and
spiritual poverty in an insecure world.
Despite their own desperate poverty,
they remain gracious, hospitable and
generous.
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Religion
The Bedouin have been Muslims for
centuries and formed the advance guard
of Islam’s great expansion from Saudi
Arabia to Spain. Few have ever heard the
truth of the gospel and there is only a
handful of believers scattered across the
region. However, their tradition, dating
back to Bible times, is replete with
redemptive and gospel analogies which
serve as bridges to the gospel message.
One of their proverbs declares that,
‘Nothing cleans shame but blood’,
which bears a startling resemblance to
the Biblical declaration that ‘Without
the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness’ (Hebrews 9:22).
The Bedouin desperately need to
hear – and see – proof of a loving
God who longs to come near to them.
They need to know of a God who once
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wandered the dusty byways of the
Middle East. Work among the Bedouin
is tough and slow-going. It requires
patience and faith in the work of
God’s unseen hand, but the changes
in lifestyle that they have experienced
often bring greater openness to the
gospel. As we work, we pray for the
people around us, asking God to reveal
the truth through the Holy Spirit, to
remove the veil that covers their hearts
and to set them free from the bondage
of darkness.
We long to see them meeting
together in their tents and around their
fires, praising Jesus with their chants and
songs, and sharing Him with others. We
believe that God will set Bedouin free
to become a beautiful expression of the
church, the bride of Christ.

The Arab World Middle East field
of WEC has a long history of working
among the Bedouin people of the
region. The current Bedouin team is
ministering primarily in health care in
the rural areas of the north, south and
east of Jordan.
We desire to explore creative new
ways of reaching out to the Bedouin
and sharing Christ’s love with them in
word and deed. Our team vision is to
glorify God through the establishment
of worshipping, reproducing, selfsustaining indigenous fellowships of
Bedouin believers.

Opportunities

Opportunities exist in medical care,
nursing, physical therapy, community
development, ethnomusicology,
maintenance work, teaching English,
and education (both for the Bedouin
and the children of our workers). Both
short-term and long-term opportunities
are possible. We are also open to
expanding the ministry to include the
Bedouin in Syria and Yemen.
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